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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 



Applicants' "Response of Office Action" deposited on March 26, 2004 has been 
considered with the following effect. 

Applicants' response by virtue of amendment to claim 1 has overcome the 
Examiner's rejection of claims 1-16 under 35 USC 101. 

Claims 1-12, 16-23. 25-28, 32-38, 41-44, and 48 have been amended. Claims 1- 
48 remain pending. 



Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-48 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

U.S. Patent No. 6,415,270 to Rackson in view of the website 

www.auctionwatch.com. 

Regarding claims 1, 17, and 33, Rackson discloses a method, system and 
computer-readable medium in an electronic auction comprising: 



Response to Arguments 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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• simultaneously displaying at a computer network a plurality of different items 
offer for auction (see at least col. 25, line 66 - col. 26, line 2; Figure 14; col. 26, 
lines 6-8) 

• permitting entry of a different bid for each of a plurality of the plurality of different 
items (see at least Figure 14; col. 26, lines 23-25); 

• simultaneously submitting, over the computer network, each said different bid for 
each of the plurality of the plurality of different items (see at least Figure 14; col. 
26, lines 23-29; col. 26, lines 30-35; col. 23, lines 6-17). 

However, Rackson does not expressly show disclose a single screen image. 
Rackson does disclose an Internet-based interface 500 in Figure 14 which is provided 
for the bidder 8 such that the bidder can view his selected item type 502, and the 
selected remote auction service items 520 being tracked (col. 25, line 65 - col. 26, line 
1). The website www. a uctionwatch . com . on the other hand, teaches the single screen 
image (see at least page 13 and page 22). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the method, system and computer-readable medium of 
Rackson, to include a single screen, as taught by www.auctionwatch.com . in order to 
track auctions that a bidder is interested in and monitor bidding activity 
( www.auctionwatch.com page 1 1 ). Furthermore, it avoids constant surf back and forth 
between multiple auctions and multiple auctions sites to find the best deal 
( www.auctionwatch.com page 39). 
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Regarding claims 2-8, 18-24, and 34-40, Rackson discloses the plurality of 
auction types such as interactive auction, single auction, and priced auction (see at 
least col. 9, lines 25-35; col. 10, lines 60-63; col. 11, lines 2-32). 

Regarding claims 9, 25 and 41, Rackson discloses receiving the different bid 
submitted fro each of the plurality of plurality of different items; and simultaneously 
displaying a confirmation for the different bid submitted for each of the plurality of 
plurality of different items using a second single screen image (see at least col. 12, line 
47-col. 13, line 5). 

Regarding claims 10-12, 26-28 and 42-44, Rackson discloses simultaneously 
submitting a different bid submitted for each different items and the submitting a 
modification, canceling and revising each of a plurality of different items (see at least 
col. 6, lines 37-41; col. 7, lines 18-22; col. 13, lines 25-36). Rackson does not explicitly 
disclose the first and second plurality of the plurality of different items. The first plurality 
of different items and second plurality of the different items do not patentably distinguish 
the claimed method, system, and computer-readable medium because they impart no 
structural or functional specificity. Furthermore, applicants have not persuasively 
demonstrated that the first and second plurality of different items are critical or are 
anything more than one of the numerous plurality of different items that the skilled 
artisan would have found suitable for the purpose taught by Rackson. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one or ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
provide any plurality of different items in the method, system, and computer-readable 
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medium taught by Rackson because the subjective interpretation of the various plurality 
of different items do not patentably distinguish the claimed invention. 

Regarding claims 13-14, 29-30, and 45-46, Rackson discloses proxy (see at last 
col. 14, lines 17-29; col. 14, lines 50-58). 

Regarding claims 15-16, 31-32, and 47-48, Rackson discloses simultaneously 
displaying a plurality of different offering offered for auction, wherein an offering includes 
one or more items; selecting a plurality of different offerings to display to a particular 
user; and simultaneously displaying the selected plurality of the plurality of different 
offerings (see at least Figure 14; col. 25, line 65 - col. 66, line 2; col. 26, lines 6-9; col. 
26, lines 14-36). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,905,975 to Ausubel a system and method of executing various 
auctions, which are, occur simultaneously. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,725,268 to Jackel et al. discloses a system and method for 
providing and status information from multiple information sources in a single display. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marissa Thein whose telephone number is 703-305- 
5246. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Smith can be reached on 703-308-3588. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

mtot 

June 11, 2004 




